BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

tried to get work in one of the shoe factories in Brockton.
As I did not know the trade and there was a good deal of
competition for the places open to apprentices it looked
rather hopeless at first. Finally, I got the foreman to
say he would give me a chance, provided I was willing
to work for two weeks without pay. I accepted that offer
and made up my mind to make the most of those two
weeks/

"At the end of the two weeks Terry had done so well
that he was given a position in which he earned $7 a week.
By sticking close to his job and making the most of his
opportunities he was gradually promoted until he earned
first $10, then $15, $18, and finally $25 a week.

"'I had some difficulties at first,' said Terry. 'The
other men did not like me at first and showed it. How-
ever, I stuck to the job, kept on smiling, and it was
not long before I was on just as good terms with the men
in the shop as I cared to be. As I did not have much
opportunity to spend my money, I found it easier to save/

"When Terry reached the point where he was earning
$25 a week his wife was earning $9 as matron in the
Brockton railway station, and they both saved their
money. Meanwhile Terry had begun to buy and sell
real estate in a small way. One day he sold a house and
lot upon which he cleared as commission $100.

"'That seemed to settle the question of my future/
said Mr. Terry. 'I decided to go into the real estate
business/

"He added that at the present time his gross income
200